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COUNTRY DACZA
What appears initially to be the theft of data from a remote
location in Poland, leads to the operatives becoming
embroiled in a little more than they bargained for …..

The Assignment
It is February and the grey clouds of a winter morning in New
York are unleashing a steady stream of chilly rain against the
windows. The cell is presently unoccupied, when the New York
office Senior Cell Leader, Septimus Grant, calls them in.
Grant relaxes in his swivel chair, toying with a steaming mug of
fragrant black coffee. “We’ve just received a call from a
prospective client regarding a job. They wish to discuss the job
at a meeting with you in two hours’ time. This is the address.”
He hands you a Post-It note with an apartment address on the
Upper West Side on it. “They have clearly stipulated that those
attending should not carry a mobile phone, a pager or any other
electronic means of recording or transmission.”
Security around the apartment block designated for the meeting
is akin with what you would expect for a building worth more
than most people can dream of earning in a lifetime. There is a
security guard and barrier at the entrance to the private parking
area under the building and a concierge in the lobby.
The door to the apartment is sturdy, with both a spy-hole and a
barely visible CCTV camera outside. As the door is opened, there
is the sound of bolts being drawn back and an extremely robust
lock being opened.
The representative of the client introduces herself as Katarina, a
tall and extremely attractive blonde, dressed in a plain (but
obviously expensive) trouser suit. As she walks back to the living
room she has the air and poise of a supermodel, and clearly
wouldn’t look out of place on a Milan catwalk. The apartment is
clearly newly decorated, with a wooden floor and minimalist
furnishings. The living area is no different: two, two-seater
leather sofas sit facing one another across a glass coffee table,
where a coffee pot sits on a hotplate next to a tray with cream,
sugar, cups and saucers.
Katarina makes herself comfortable and commences speaking in
polished English with a slight Central or Eastern European
accent. “I represent a businessman who wishes to hire you to
recover some data from a computer within a secured location.”
“The target location is a building in the isolated Suwalki region
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Surveillance at the meeting:
Given that the majority of contracts for
operatives are agreed mainly through the
BlackEagle office, the operatives may be
more than a little suspicious of the meeting
with the client’s representative. This is not
an instinct that they should be dissuaded
from.
The apartment is under surveillance by a
team from the FBI. They have more than a
little interest in the activities of ‘Katarina’
and more importantly her employer and the
owner of the apartment. Operatives who are
on the look out for surveillance should make
a Perception skill roll. Success means that
they will be able to determine a number of
potential watchers – most of whom are
entirely
innocent
(homeless
people,
newspaper sellers, businessmen having
conversations by mobile, etc). These
innocent parties should be further used to
fuel the paranoia that such a situation can
generate. However, at this stage it is difficult
to isolate any one individual who is
definitely conducting surveillance.

of Poland, north of the town of Wegorzewo. The location is not
yet live and is not expected to be for another six days. Within the
location is a desktop PC containing the information required.
This must be downloaded from the PC to a laptop and the laptop
should then be handed over to my client. It is preferable that the
subjects must be entirely unaware that the information has been
taken.”
“The PC can be accessed externally via electronic means, but is
protected from intrusion by a firewall and other system security
measures. Before entering the location, you will need to find a
means of disabling the security measures, since this will take a
considerable amount of time. It is possible to transmit the data
required electronically, but this will take too much time and may
leave traces of your being there. These are the map co-ordinates
of the location.” Katarina hands over a piece of paper with the
co-ordinates on, and also a mobile telephone number.
“In order to ensure that this information is obtained at the
earliest possible moment, it should be downloaded as soon as
possible after the location has gone on-line. To ensure that this
has taken place, once you are in Poland you should call me on
the mobile number given. I will then advise accordingly whether
everything is in place.”
“For this service my client will pay you the sum of $1 million
(US) in cash. The laptop containing the information is to be
handed over at this address in Krakòw. Your fee will be paid
upon verification of the data. Should there be any indication that
the subjects are aware of your being there, the fee will be
reduced to $ 250,000.”

The Real Scoop
Katarina’s real name is Oliwia Rasokowska, a senior lieutenant
within a Russian organised crime syndicate based in Moscow,
and led by a Ukrainian national by the name of Anatolij Rebrov.
She works periodically in both America and Europe handling
various (illegal) aspects of Rebrov’s business.
Rebrov indirectly owns the apartment where the meeting is held,
through a front company called European Curiosities, an
importer of objets d’art and cultural items from Eastern Europe.
However, whilst Rebrov permits Rasokowska the use of the
apartment, he is initially unaware that it is being used on this
occasion.
Rebrov has numerous ‘business interests’ across Eastern
Europe, ranging from control of prostitution and gambling
rackets, through narcotics distribution, gunrunning and
protection to acquisition and sale of sensitive intelligence
information. The bulk of Rebrov’s interests are in Russia,
Belarus, the Ukraine and the Baltic republics, and many of his
employees are former members of the Soviet military, intelligence
and security apparatus. In terms of his connections, the phrase
‘fingers in many pies’ is a touch inadequate: he is not only
extremely rich, but he is also influential in a number of
countries across Europe and southern Asia.
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Suspicious operatives may check out who
owns the apartment, either prior to or after
the initial meeting with the client. Telltale
signs such as the recent decorating and an
obvious lack of the apartment being lived in
may give rise to such suspicions.
Tracking the ownership of the apartment is
not an onerous task. The plate on the wall
downstairs lists the apartment as belonging
to ‘Mr. S. Urbanov’. Sergei Urbanov is
traceable as the proprietor of European
Curiosities, and has recently purchased the
apartment (ostensibly as an investment).

Rasokowska has discovered certain information through another
lieutenant within Rebrov’s organisation, Oleg Kuzhnetsov.
Kuzhnetsov has been handling a project to acquire access to
certain information used by the principal western intelligence
agencies (led by NSA). This project involves hacking through the
protection for the Echelon system (the system by which
intelligence information is shared between the USA, UK, Canada,
Australia and New Zealand).
Rebrov’s proposed use for this is primarily economic: he intends
to access market information which will enable him to make a
fortune on Wall Street and in the City of London – the ultimate
in insider information. To do this, he has tasked Kuzhnetsov
with assembling a team to break the security and access the
information. The team he has put together is composed of two
Swedish and one American hacker, based at a dacza (dacha country house) in northeast Poland.

Codename: Echelon:
Whilst this provides access to all sorts of
military electronic and signals intelligence, it
also
includes
information
of
use
economically (mobile phone conversations,
e-mails, etc. between key corporate players,
politically sensitive information and so
forth). The Echelon system includes the
capability to isolate data including mention
of certain sensitive keywords, whether those
keywords are used verbally or in e-mails. In
terms of sophistication, Echelon represents
the cutting edge of El-Int and Sig-Int
systems.

Rasokowska’s plan is to steal the capability to access Echelon
from Rebrov as soon as it is on-line, in order that she can make
her own killing on the markets. The information about the
project however was divulged to her by Kuzhnetsov as part of his
own bid to strengthen his position within Rebrov’s organisation.
Quite simply, Kuzhnetsov is setting Rasokowska up for a fall:
once she has stolen the capability to access Echelon, he intends
to advise Rebrov of her treachery – something that a man such
as Rebrov will be unable to abide.
However, Kuzhnetsov has told Rasokowska that a rival Russian
Organised Crime syndicate is running the project in Poland to
access Echelon. Rasokowska has no idea that she is actually
stealing from her own boss, Rebrov. The deal that Rasokowska
has struck with Kuzhnetsov is that he gets 35% of net proceeds.
Of course, this also gives Kuzhnetsov a legitimate involvement in
knowing what progress the operatives have made.
A further complication is that Rasokowska is already under
surveillance by the FBI in the USA and the Security Service in
the UK, because of some of her other business activities for
Rebrov. These agencies will certainly be more than interested in
what she has to do with a cell of BlackEagle operatives.

Preparations
This scenario requires that the operatives have a broad range of
skills available to them, including expertise in hacking, tactical
situations and covert entry, and not least, someone who speaks
Polish. The operatives should have opportunity to contract in
any additional help that they feel they may require.
Getting to Poland is not a major concern for the operatives.
There are flights from New York and London Heathrow to
Warsaw almost daily (five days a week). From there, they can
either obtain a connecting internal flight to Gdansk, or travel by
train or road.
Obtaining weapons in Poland varies in difficulty according to the
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Being tailed:
The FBI will be immediately suspicious of
anyone meeting with Rasokowska at the
apartment, and will set up a tail to find out
what the operatives are up to. They don’t
however have unlimited resources, and only
have two agents available for this. Use the
NPC profiles for High End Grunts (page 157
of the rulebook), assuming a total skill of 55
for Hiding / Shadowing and make rolls for
the agents, as per page 54 of the rules.
The tails will follow the operatives until they
leave the United States. After that the FBI
has no jurisdiction, but may hand over to
another security agency (such as either the
Security Service (UK) or the MSZ

type of weapons sought. Weapons such as Russian rifles (AK-74
etc.) can actually be obtained relatively easily through the black
market, especially in areas close to the borders with Ukraine and
Belarus. Alternatively, the operatives may choose to do things as
legally as possible and seek the assistance of L&P in doing so.
Firearms permits are available, provided that use can be
reasonably justified (such as being bodyguards for a business
client).

The Action
The action in this scenario takes place over seven phases:
(i)
(ii)
(iii)
(iv)
(v)
(vi)
(vii)

Setting up base in Poland
Hacking through the system security constructed by
Rebrov’s hackers
Locating and reconnoitring the dacza in Poland
Stealing the information
Transferring the information from Suwalki to Krakòw
Collecting the pay-off in Krakòw
Getting out of Krakòw and Poland

However, at each of these stages there are complications, which
may come into play, depending upon how the operatives handle
the situation. Suggestions as to how the GM should adapt
events are included in the sections below.

Setting up base in Poland
The first priority for the operatives should be to set up a base of
operations in Poland. At this time of year however, there aren’t
any hotels open, so that basically means renting rooms – not
that northeast Poland was ever high on the list for Holiday Inn to
open an outlet anyway. However, this should be possible
(probably with a few surprised looks easily cured with a fistful of
zloty) in the larger villages such as Gilycko, Wegorzewo, Ketrzyn
or Goldap. Unfortunately, whilst the room will most likely have
heating and lighting, a telephone socket is unlikely and
thoughtful operatives will have prepared for this eventuality by
bringing a mobile (mobile networks are pretty good, even in the
remote parts of Poland).
One factor that will cause the operatives some difficulty is the
Polish winter. Not only is it cold (prohibiting operating for
extensive periods outside), but also snow leaves visible signs
that someone has been around. Operatives will need to ensure
that they are properly equipped for dealing with such weather,
and that they take additional precautions with equipment to
ensure that it does not malfunction.
Katarina has instructed the operatives to call her once they are
in Poland. On the first call she will ask where they are based and
what their plans are. If they are not already working on hacking
through the security, she will politely suggest that this is done
soon. She will remain in daily contact with them by telephone,
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(Ministerstwo Spraw Granicznych – the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs) Special Services,
the Polish state security service, depending
on the operatives’ destination.

requesting them to call at 1300 hours daily. On the fifth day
after the initial meeting in New York, she will confirm that the
location is going live that evening.

Breaching the system security
The security on the PC being used by the hackers is a customdesigned piece of software designed exclusively to prevent
•
•
•

Electronic intrusion (the firewall)
Unauthorised external copying of files
Unauthorised access to areas of the system containing
the software.

The principle of the firewall is simple: it gains control of all ports
through which the PC can be accessed electronically. The
firewall generates a system log of what has been transmitted to
or from the PC and to where / from whence the transmission
was made, including copying of files to drives on the machine
itself. To edit the system log is extremely difficult, especially
remotely; the best means of doing this is to actually turn the
firewall off.
There are two ways by which the security can be defeated:
(i)

(ii)

Remote electronic intrusion: This requires considerable
hacking skills to get through the firewall’s defence
system (this is, after all, what the firewall was
intended to protect against). However, once a path
has been found, this will allow access to the PCs.
Manually disabling it at the PC itself: This requires
entry into the location – something that the
operatives will need to do anyway. The operatives will
need to get through the normal security on the PC to
do this, but this is quickest done once a way in has
been found – hacking through. If they can think of a
way to spend a minimum of six hours undisturbed in
the dacza without anyone knowing, then they’re
welcome to try.

The dacza
Physical Environment:
The dacza is located six kilometres north of the town of
Wegorzewo in the middle of the countryside. The dacza is
surrounded by mixed deciduous (approximately 20%) and
evergreen (80%) forest, which grows easily in the sandy soil of
the region. At this time of year (February), the area is covered in
a thick layer of snow, up to a metre deep. Temperatures in the
day rarely climb much above freezing, and when they do, it isn’t
enough to melt the snow, only to add to it. Night means
temperatures of -15°C or less – extremely cold.
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Remote Electronic Intrusion:
To attempt to bypass the firewall through
hacking
requires
three
Computer
Operations rolls:
The first a /Civil Systems roll at –50
modifier (to locate the electronic entry to
the PC).
The second a /Security roll at –50
modifier (to defeat the port security), and
• The third a /Security roll at –25 (to
defeat the system passwords).
The total time for an attempt to disable the
security is six hours, successful or not.
Success will mean that the operatives have
the keys and locations to go in and
download what they need.

The dacza is situated at the end of what is in any season but
winter a dirt track, leading from the main road north west from
Wegorzewo to Kaliningrad. The main road is no picnic at this
time of year, basically due to the light traffic that passes over it.
It consists of two opposing single lanes of worn and frozen ruts
in the snow. The track to the dacza is worse, passable only in a
four-wheel drive with snow chains. Its current occupants use the
track on average about once a day in each direction, to head to
or from the local towns to buy food or provisions.
The track leads about a kilometre west into the woods, where
there is a clearing around 150 metres in diameter. From the
clearing two paths lead west and northwest to different shores
on a nearby lake. The paths are covered in a light covering of
snow (about 2-3 cm deep due to the shelter of the woods) and
are unused at this time of year. The track itself is only about
three metres wide and has a thick layer of snow, marked by
large tyre tracks (made by four-wheel drives). Along the side of
the track, spaced at roughly 25 metre intervals are crude
telegraph posts approximately three metres high to carry the
phone lines from the main road.
Around the edge of the clearing is a low stone wall, standing only
a metre high and obviously more for decoration than any
practical application. The dacza itself is surprisingly grand,
considering its humble surroundings. It is a large wooden house,
sturdily built in the traditional Polish style, with ornate carvings
in wood above the doors and on posts. It has two smaller
wooden buildings close by. Neither is locked, although there are
chains and padlocks available.
•

Generator and fuel store: This is immediately adjacent to
the house. Contains a 1-kilowatt generator, powered by a
large liquid gas cylinder. These provide all electricity and
gas for the house. There is also a sizeable store of
firewood and a few jerry cans of petrol for the cars.

•

Garage: A large double garage with wooden doors. It
contains two (new) Mercedes four-wheel drive cars, as
well as canoes and various vehicle and domestic tools.

The house itself has two entrances, one at the front and one at
the rear. The front entrance leads into a hallway from which a
spacious living area and dining room branch off to either side,
whilst a door ahead leads to the kitchen. Upstairs there are six
bedrooms and a bathroom.
The occupants and security procedures:
Kuzhnetsov’s three hackers have set up shop in the dining area.
Here there are six PCs set up alongside each other on long pine
trestles, all brand new with the packaging heaped up in the
corner. Next to each are piles of compact disks, either of the rewrite able kind or CD-ROMs containing software, interspersed
with full ashtrays, dirty coffee cups and note pads with hastily
written notes on them.
The PCs are set up as a local network, with the largest on the
left being the server. This is clearly identifiable to anyone who
knows anything about computers by the systems attached to it
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Copying the data:
It is assumed that the operatives will find a
way to bypass security before they go in.
Once there they need to make
•
A further Computer Systems /
Security roll at –25 modifier is
required to disable the firewall security
and to turn the firewall off.
•
A Computer Systems / Networks roll
to start downloading the required
network files to the laptop.
The equipment required is a laptop PC
(assume any new laptop the players buy will

(boards to disperse network connections, power supply backup
and so forth). Each of the PCs is a high-end desktop PC,
equipped with CD / DVD-RW. The network has a colour laser-jet
printer, and there are a number of cheap scanners still in the
boxes in the corner (they probably came free with the PCs).
There is only one telephone point, to which the server is
connected. Whilst the other PCs have ports for modems, they are
not in use.

have enough memory), and connection
leads. The base time for the task (successful
or not) is thirty minutes, although using an
external disk drive with the laptop will speed
things up to twenty minutes.

The server is where the system is maintained from, and where
backup copies of all files are kept. All the files related to
breaching Echelon are contained across the six PCs – it requires
a combined effort from all six simultaneously to process the
information.
Detailed surveillance (over at least 48 hours) of the routine at
the dacza will yield the following points:
•
•
•
•

•

There appear to be nine people occupying the house. Six
of them clearly carry guns (pistols and Uzi SMGs).
The three men who don’t appear to be armed appear to
be generally studious-looking, and appear mostly in the
evening.
There are lights on in the house all the time, in different
rooms. At night, one of the downstairs rooms has light on
until around 0400 hours.
The men who carry Uzis make perimeter patrols
approximately once every three hours during daylight
(0830-1630 hours). During this time they appear to make
a cursory examination of the snow around the perimeter
(checking for any sign that may have been left). If the
operatives are close enough, they will be able to
determine that these men speak Russian.
Two of the men drive one of the Mercedes four-wheel
drives out at around 0900 hours and 1800 hours daily. If
followed, they head towards Wegorzewo. When they
return (after around an hour), they appear to be carrying
food.

Kuzhnetsov stays in daily contact with the leader of his men by
mobile phone. He is eager to know of their progress with the
operation. Should they feel that they are in danger, they will
contact him immediately for assistance.

The operation has been set up at the dacza
for five weeks now. In addition to the three
hackers being present at the dacza there are
also six of Kuzhnetsov’s men present. They
are there to relay instructions from
Kuzhnetsov, but also to keep an eye on
things generally. Their routine is fairly
standard: they play a lot of cards and (at the
behest of the senior guy) patrol around the
outside perimeter of the daczas grounds. In
this time, make a Perception roll for each
one if the operatives have left any signs in
the snow near the perimeter wall.
Essentially though, they all feel relatively
secure in the remoteness of the location,
particularly so given the inclement weather
outside. Twice a day two of the men take a
trip into town: once in the morning to buy
fresh food, and once in the evening to buy
take-away. This is pretty obvious by what
they’re carrying when they return after
around an hour.
The hackers are mostly nocturnal creatures,
rising in the early afternoon and working
through the evening to around 0400 hours
most nights. They don’t get on particularly
well with the Russians, but they are being
paid extremely well to do a job and that is
their primary consideration. During the
night there are generally two of the six
Russians awake, although it is difficult to
determine this through surveillance.

Getting in and stealing the data:
Through either ill-conceived planning or poor luck, someone may
disturb the operatives in the course of effecting entry or stealing
the data. The hackers will simply try to raise the alarm if they
get the opportunity (they may be cocky on the PCs but they’ll feel
differently if they’re actually in danger). Kuzhnetsov’s heavies
will be a different matter however. They will play the odds but
will do their utmost to stop the operatives.
Given the opportunity, should they be aware of an intrusion, the
Russians will pursue the operatives to catch them, at all costs.
In doing so, they will alert Kuzhnetsov of the breach of security.
Kuzhnetsov will use any information gleaned from Rasokowska
about the operatives’ plans to assist them in doing this. In any
event, once Kuzhnetsov becomes aware from Rasokowska that
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Exactly what details Kuzhnetsov has on the
operatives’ actions are down to their
operational security. Assume that anything
that Rasokowska knows, Kuzhnetsov will
know soon thereafter. She will ask about
which roads they are using, how they are
travelling, and so forth. Keep track of the
operatives’ responses.

the operatives have the information, he will despatch a team of
thugs to ambush the operatives and retrieve it (see The Road to
Krakòw below).

The MSZ operation
The MSZ Special Services agents are an additional complication,
the scale of which depends upon what the characters actually
do. The initial tail consists of two plain-clothes agents (Rusecki
and Kowalski). What they know initially is:
•
•
•

The operatives appear to have been hired to do
something by someone known to be associated with
Russian Organised Crime.
The operatives are probably armed.
They suspect that the operatives are carrying out some
larger operation. They want to know for whom, and to get
the whole network.

Clearly, their first priority at this stage is to gather more
information about the operatives. They will do this through
tailing them and observation at a discreet distance.
They will take particular note of the equipment that the
operatives appear to be carrying and loading / unloading from
their vehicle (this information needs to be obtained from the
operatives without overtly raising their suspicions about a tail).
Should they feel they need it, Rusecki and Kowalski have the
ability to call upon the uniformed Border Guards for assistance.
Any sign from the operatives’ equipment that they are involved
in some kind of paramilitary operation will cause Rusecki and
Kowalski to bring a squad (eight men, plus a sergeant) of Border
Guards closer to the scene. The Border Guards are stationed in
barracks near Bartoszyce (around 20km away, on the main road
to Kaliningrad). They will take about an hour to arrive, given the
roads and the weather.
Even if they observe the operatives actually making a move on
the dacza, Rusecki and Kowalski will not move in immediately.
They will continue to tail them at a discreet distance, and at the
first opportunity, they will attempt to plant a tracer on the
operatives’ vehicles. Once they have a probable destination for
the operatives (Krakòw), they will notify the civil police, and
begin to arrange assistance for the takedown.

The road to Krakòw
The characters will need to find a means of getting to Krakòw
with the laptop to complete the handover. Travelling from
northeast Poland is not a straightforward proposition: the
journey is over 600 kilometres, ad whichever means the
characters look to take is not exactly a direct route.
There are no real motorways / freeways in Poland, with the
nearest approximation being relatively short stretches of multi-
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lane highway. Roads from Suwalki to Warsaw are at best similar
to dual-carriageways with no central reservation. A reasonable
average speed on such roads is around 80-90 kph. From
Warsaw to Krakòw is better, but only due to the slightly
improved surface. The most direct route is through Warsaw, and
then through Czestochowa to Krakòw. There are numerous
petrol stations, small hotels and restaurants throughout the
countryside, so logistically, this isn’t too much of an issue. Total
driving time for a straight through drive is around 13 hours.
Travelling by rail is not much faster. Warsaw to Krakòw is
around three hours on an inter-city train. However, getting from
Suwalki to Warsaw involves a fairly tortuous route on mostly
local trains, with two or three changes into the bargain, and at
least six hours of travelling.
The final real option is by air, although this is a similarly tricky
consideration if the characters haven’t brought their own
helicopter or light aircraft with them. The nearest domestic
airport is Gdansk, from whence they may get a direct flight to
Krakòw (stopping at Warsaw (taking around two hours flight
time). However, driving to Gdansk is a journey of around 400
kilometres (around eight hours of driving).

The handover and pay-off
The handover of the laptop containing the data and the pay-off is
the climax (but not the end) of the action for the operatives.
Their instructions from Rasokowska are that the handover is
due to be made at an apartment on Ulica Florianska within
Krakòw’s Stare Miasto (Old Town - a map of the Old Town is
shown in Appendix 1). Rasokowska will not want to conduct the
pay-off anywhere else: she knows that she must conduct it on
safe ground for her. If the operatives are concerned about the
possibility of being followed to their rendezvous, she will simply
instruct them to take extra measures to ensure that they are not
being followed.

Checking out the address:
Should the operatives check out the address
of the apartment, they can ascertain that
the entire building (a restaurant on the
ground floor and three apartments above) is
owned by a man by the name of Krzysztof
Szymonkiewicz. Szymonkiewicz is the
proprietor of the restaurant. Anatolij Rebrov
actually owns the building.

However, this is also the point at which all the background
goings-on come together, with Kuzhnetsov, Rebrov and the MSZ
surveillance operation all coming into the picture. There are a
number of ways that things may go in this phase of the scenario,
with the possible outcomes entwined with what the operatives
do. Consequently, this section contains an overview of each of
the participating parties, their motivations, goals and likely
reactions to situations, in order that the GM can evaluate what
their likely reactions will be. During this phase, the GM needs to
closely track what each of the parties is doing and evaluate their
next likely course of action.

Provisional Timeline for Krakòw:
2100
Kuzhnetsov informs Rebrov of
Rasokowska’s plan and the
handover location and time.
0900
Rasokowska arrives at the
apartment, with her two
bodyguards.
1200
Scheduled time of the handover
with the operatives.
1202
Rebrov and Kuzhnetsov arrive
at the apartment, with their
men.

Rasokowska:
Rasokowska is unaware that Kuzhnetsov is setting her up. She
will arrive at the apartment at 0900 hours with her two
bodyguards in tow. As a precaution, one will remain with her
and the other will observe the rear entrance to the building from
a car across the street.
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Rasokowska has the money for the operatives in an attaché case
hidden under the sink in the kitchen of the apartment. Her
intention is to verify that the operatives have done what they
were contracted to do, pay them off and then drive to Krakòw
airport where she is booked to fly via connections to New York.
She is unaware that she has actually plotted to steal from
Rebrov, and her main concern in this area is that Rebrov should
discover that she is playing a lone hand and trying to set herself
up. If Rebrov discovers this, her plan is to turn on the charm
and simply tell him that she was stealing the information for the
good of the organisation. Consequently, she isn’t really prepared
for a potential problem with Rebrov – her main concern is being
taken for a ride by the operatives.
Kuzhnetsov:
Upon receiving confirmation from Rasokowska that all is well
and the pay-off is to go ahead, Kuzhnetsov will inform Rebrov
that Rasokowska is stealing from him to set herself up on her
own. He will do this around 2100 hours the night before the payoff. His intention is to play the angel, demonstrating his loyalty
to Rebrov by playing the situation to its conclusion, in order to
uncover the real motive. He believes that this will strengthen his
own position within the organisation, and will encourage Rebrov
to eliminate Rasokowska for her betrayal. His view is that the
operatives were part of the betrayal and should also be
eliminated.
Kuzhnetsov will arrive at the apartment with his one bodyguard,
Rebrov, and Rebrov’s men. His plan is to walk in on the pay-off
and that Rebrov should catch Rasokowska red-handed. He is
prepared for a confrontation with Rasokowska and the
operatives.
Rebrov:
Rebrov is not happy with the news of Rasokowska’s betrayal, but
equally knows that Kuzhnetsov is ambitious and is not beneath
setting someone else up to make himself look good. His main
concerns are that he has a rift within his organisation, which
potentially could be damaging his business interests.
Rebrov’s intention is to arrive at the apartment, listen to what
has gone on and then have the offending parties eliminated.
However, he will not want to do this in front of the operatives,
because they will be witnesses. However, should the operatives
witness something that could incriminate him, then their lives
will become worthless. Equally, he will be pretty annoyed at the
prospect of paying out money to steal from himself, and the
operatives will have a hard time making a case for themselves
being paid.
Rebrov will arrive at the apartment with his driver (who will
remain outside in the car), his two bodyguards and Kuzhnetsov.
He has instructed his bodyguards to be prepared to eliminate
Rasokowska at the apartment, and they are carrying suppressed
weapons for this. He would prefer that any killing be done away
from the apartment, which will also help with disposing the
bodies.
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MSZ – Rusecki and Kowalski:
The surveillance from MSZ (Rusecki and Kowalski) will spot that
something is going down in Krakòw, and will arrange for a police
SWAT team to be on standby. Rusecki and Kowalski will have
tactical command of this situation because it is their operation.
Once they have the meeting place confirmed, they will look to
move the SWAT team in place and seal off the area with city
police units to prevent any innocent bystanders being caught up
in it. Their aim is to take all the involved parties alive if possible
(they might be able to turn them around as double-agents). If
that isn’t possible, then that’s just too bad.
They face two problems. Firstly, they are limited to conducting
surveillance from vehicles and on foot – they don’t have the time
or the ability to arrange for apartments overlooking the
surveillance zone. Secondly, they don’t have the time that they
need to execute a textbook operation, and the longer the
situation in the apartment goes on for, the better prepared they
will be. Should any shooting start, they will immediately try to
storm the apartment with whatever resources they have in place
at the time. Assume that half of the SWAT team (six men) is in
place at the start of the situation, with a further six arriving five
minutes later. For the civil police to seal off the area will take a
further five to ten minutes. The combination of all this should
mean an intense tactical situation, combined with an escape bid.

Getting out
Following the pay-off, the operatives have one simple objective:
get the hell out of Dodge. Their major obstacle in this respect is
the involvement of the authorities, since Rebrov and co will be
more worried about saving themselves than exacting revenge
immediately.
The operatives have three initial options open to them,
depending on their chosen mode of transportation.
(i)

(ii)

(iii)

Road: It will be incredibly difficult to put an effective
roadblock in place outside of the Old Town in
Krakòw. The main Border Guard action will be to
circulate details of the suspected parties from the
fracas to border crossing points to Slovakia and the
Czech Republic (the Slovak border is around 75
kilometres by road). After twelve hours, these details
will be passed to crossing points to Germany.
Rail: Krakòw Glowny rail station lies around five
minutes walk from the Old Town, with connections to
anywhere in Poland and pretty much anywhere in
Europe. However, the Border Guard know this and
will start checking passengers and policing platforms.
Air: Krakòw Balice airport lies around 20 kilometres
west of the city (about an hours drive). Although not a
major international airport, connections can be made
via Warsaw Okecie to anywhere in Europe or to North
America. However, the Border Guard know this and
will immediately circulate details to the airports at
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Krakòw, Warsaw and Gdansk – the three main
airports in Poland.
Much of how the operatives extract themselves from Krakòw will
depend on how things go at the pay-off, and there are a number
of factors that will become important in getting out of Poland.
•

The police will have their descriptions, and will know that
they are foreign. If Rusecki and Kowalski survive, then
they will also be able to provide details of their arrival in
Poland, including the names they are travelling under.

•

Measures taken to switch identities, alter their
appearance and to change the composition of their party
will all pay dividends in foiling the Border Guard
operation to catch them. Cover stories don’t need to be
cast iron, but they will need to be able to withstand basic
scrutiny.

•

BlackEagle may be able to assist, but this will take time,
and will be dependent upon the operatives’ standing with
the L&P Branch (see the chapter on L&P Assistance in
the rules p. 82-5). This may include forged
documentation, as well as travel arrangements. Bear in
mind also that BlackEagle’s nearest offices are in London
and Rome, so help isn’t going to be immediately
forthcoming.

Consequences and outcomes
What happens later is wholly dependent upon the outcome of
the pay-off and attempt to escape from Poland. This will in turn
give a number of possibilities for where things go in the future.
•

If the Border Guard or Police catch the operatives, they
will be handed over to MSZ for interrogation. They will
want to know everything naturally, and will not be
impressed by the truth. What the operatives have been
involved in is unquestionably illegal after all.

•

If Rebrov survives, he will evade the authorities, leaving
him to fight another day. This may mean that the
operatives aren’t exactly on his Christmas card list any
more, and having a guy like Rebrov after you isn’t a good
thing.

•

Kuzhnetsov and Rasokowska will be dealt with by Rebrov
and will turn up floating in the Vistula within days. The
operatives need not worry about any consequences from
these two, although the Polish police may have some
interesting questions to ask based on the operatives’
recent associations with them.
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Non-Player Characters
Description:
Rebrov is 36 years old with square, Slavic features, standing 195cm tall and weighing
around 95kg. He is ruggedly handsome, with prematurely grey hair cut short and swept
back on top, whilst his skin is tanned. He dresses in expensive suits, generally with an
open shirt or polo neck, and has a penchant for chunky gold jewellery. He speaks
Russian, Ukrainian and Polish with a high level of fluency and passable English.
weapon

IMI Desert Eagle .357
IMI Uzi

speed

att/turn

roll

DF/DD

dam. type

8
2

4
4/10

66
71

18
17

Hydroshock
Hydroshock

Equipment Carried:
IMI Desert Eagle .357 (2x10 round clips - Ball) in a paddle holster on the rear of his belt.
He always carries a mobile phone in his jacket pocket.

Description:
Kuzhnetsov is 33 years old, around average height (177cm tall), and of slim build (54kg).
He has blonde hair cut in a crew cut, a goatee beard and pale skin which exaggerates his
weasly features. He is a poseur, dressing in expensive, smart but casual clothing (usually
designer labels), and only takes his sunglasses off when he is inside. He speaks Russian
and Ukrainian with a high level of fluency, and passable English and Polish.
weapon

S&W 5906
IMI Uzi

speed

att/turn

roll

DF/DD

dam. type

14
6

4
4/10

78
86

17
17

Hydroshock
Hydroshock

Equipment Carried:
S&W 5906 (3x14 round clips – Ball), carried in a vertical shoulder holster with pistol
magazine holders attached to the right side.

Description:
Rasokowska is tall, slim and elegant, with delicate features and inviting eyes – a naturally
stunning lady. Given her appearance it is easy to forget that she has a sharp and
opportunistic mind, although her arrogant manner indicates that she is used to getting her
own way. Never casual, she changes her immaculate attire as easily as she changes her
accent, speaking well-polished English, Russian and her native Polish.
weapon

SIG-Sauer P225

speed

att/turn

roll

DF/DD

dam. type

14

4

80

17/16

Hydroshock

Equipment Carried:
SIG-Sauer P225, carried either in her purse or in a horizontal shoulder holster (if she is
wearing heavy clothing). She loads normal Ball rounds and generally carries one spare
magazine.
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Anatolij Rebrov
Int
71
Agl
24
Con
54
Per
29
Bra
85
Perception
Base Speed
Damage Rating
Mass Factor
Relevant Skills:
Aim
Autofire
Smallarm
Diplomacy
Coercion

Sen
Cor
Str
App
Wil
44
10
6
0.7

38
25
65
65
60

30
5
15
60
29

34
39
49
66
95

Oleg Kuzhnetsov
Int
36
Agl
48
Con
46
Per
76
Bra
93
Perception
Base Speed
Damage Rating
Mass Factor
Relevant Skills:
Aim
Autofire
Smallarm

Sen
Cor
Str
App
Wil
35
14
3
1.2

24
44
26
23
48

44
49
64

Oliwia Rasokowska (a.k.a. ‘Katarina’)
Int
58
Agl
47
Con
35
Per
44
Bra
40
Perception
Base Speed
Damage Rating
Mass Factor
Relevant Skills:
Perception
Aim
Smallarm
Diplomacy
Lying

Sen
Cor
Str
App
Wil
44
14
5
1.2

37
32
47
62
28

20
45
65
59
31

Description:
Rusecki is short (155cm) and of average build, with dark, curly hair that always looks
untidy. His deep brown eyes betray his nature: they are constantly evaluating his
surroundings and looking for the next threat to his situation. In appearance he is rather
unremarkable – his MSZ salary allows him only modest tastes, and his idealistic nature
means that he is unwilling to supplement his income with bribes.
weapon

WIST-94
HK 512

speed

att/turn

roll

DF/DD

dam. type

15
5

4
4

64
68

17/16
18

Hydroshock
Hydroshock

Equipment Carried:
Rusecki carries a standard-issue WIST-94 in a paddle holster behind his right hip. He
carries two spare magazines in a magazine holder on his belt. He also keeps a HK512
shotgun in the trunk of his car. When on surveillance jobs like this one, he carries
binoculars.

Description:
Kowalski is large in every sense of the word. Tall, overweight and generally in overtly
bullish good-humour, he is a contrast to his small, dark partner. He has short hair, cut in a
crew-cut, and is clean-shaven with a broad, toothy grin. As can be seen from his shape,
he enjoys his food (especially with a beer), and appears very much as the jovial character
that he is.
weapon

WIST-94
HK 512

speed

att/turn

roll

DF/DD

dam. type

14
4

4
4

75
79

17/16
18

Hydroshock
Hydroshock

Equipment Carried:
Kowalski also carries a standard-issue WIST-94 in a paddle holster behind his right hip.
He generally carries three spare clips in his coat pocket. He also carries a large (10cm)
lock knife in a belt sheath and has a HK512 shotgun in the trunk of the car.

Other Non-Player Characters:
For the Polish Border Guards, if necessary use the NPC
Stereotype for Cheap Thugs on page 156 of the rulebook. They
will be armed with wz. 96 Beryl Assault Rifles and WIST-94
pistols.
For the Krakow Police SWAT Team, use the NPC Stereotype for
High-End Grunts on page 157 of the rulebook. They will be
armed with Pm-84P Glauberyt Submachineguns or HK 512
Shotguns and WIST-94 pistols.
For Rebrov’s Bodyguards, use the NPC Stereotype for High-End
Grunts on page 157 of the rulebook. They will be armed with
Glock 19 pistols supplemented with Uzi Submachineguns.
For all other Bodyguards / Heavies, use the NPC Stereotype for
Cheap Thugs on page 156 of the rulebook. They will be armed
with Browning High-Power pistols, with some also carrying Uzi
Submachineguns.
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Pawel Rusecki
Int
41
Agl
55
Con
52
Per
30
Bra
79
Perception
Base Speed
Damage Rating
Mass Factor
Relevant Skills:
Aim
Smallarm
Longarm
Perception
Language (English)

Sen
Cor
Str
App
Wil
77
15
6
1

88
40
58
71
29

38
53
48
20
30

Julian Kowalski
Int
26
Agl
47
Con
34
Per
32
Bra
34
Perception
Base Speed
Damage Rating
Mass Factor
Relevant Skills:
Aim
Smallarm
Longarm
Perception
Language (English)

Sen
Cor
Str
App
Wil
41
14
6
0.5

32
32
56
41
59

44
64
59
20
32

Appendix 1: The Old Town in Krakòw

Dworzec Centralny

Ulica Florianska

Map © PPWK, 1994. Reproduced without permission.
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